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2009-2010
RUTH ECKERD HALL YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS 
IN THE PERFORMING ARTS 


   Vocal          Drama
     Instrumental
      Dance
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Jazz
Information and Instructions for Applicants

Scholarships in the arts are available to junior and senior high school students who are currently enrolled in The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute at Ruth Eckerd Hall for the 2009-2010 season. The purpose of the scholarships is to provide assistance in furthering arts education to promising high school students involved in the performing arts. The breakdown of the scholarships is as follows:





First Place

Second Place

Third Place


Vocal


$2,000


$400


$50


Drama


$2,000


$400


$50

Instrumental

$2,000


$400


$50

Jazz


$2,000


$400


$50

Dance


$2,000


$400


$50
Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on artistic ability exhibited in a live audition, academic achievement, recommendations, an interview in which knowledge of the art form is demonstrated, and the applicant’s written statement.

ELIGIBILITY — To be eligible, applicants must meet the following qualifications:

1.   Applicant must be in the junior or senior year of high school, currently 

     
       enrolled in The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute (including on-site 
   
     classes, private instruction, and/or the Pinellas Youth Symphony).  
2.   Applicant must be present for the On-Site Preliminary Auditions on Wednesday,

November 4 for Dance, Instrumental and Jazz auditions or Thursday, November 5 for Vocal and Drama and for the Finals on December 5, 2009.
3. Applicant must adhere to the following criteria:

a. All scholarships are awarded based on solo performance

b. Application must be received, meeting all requirements and deadlines

c. Minimum 3.0 grade point average in general academic areas

4. Should an applicant be a finalist in two or more categories, he/she can only be awarded first place in one of those categories.  Applicants cannot audition more than once in any category in a given year.
5. Once an applicant has received a first place Ruth Eckerd Hall or Clearwater Jazz Holiday Youth Scholarship, he or she will not be eligible for future consideration in the category that the first place award was won.
APPLICATION – To be accepted for judging, an applicant must submit the following items:

· APPLICATION FORM – Completed Ruth Eckerd Hall/Clearwater Jazz Holiday Youth Scholarship
application form (Page 1).
· GUIDANCE COUNSELOR RECOMMENDATION – To be completed by guidance counselor

certifying grade point average (Page 2).
· APPLICANT’S STATEMENT – A statement or letter written by the applicant no more than one
typewritten page in length describing how the applicant’s future plans include the performing arts and how the scholarship award will be used (Page 3).
· TWO RECOMMENDATION FORMS – One recommendation from a Hoffman Institute instructor and one

from a person who has known the applicant personally for two or more years and who is not a member or relative of the applicant’s family (Pages 4 & 5).
· $15.00 APPLICATION FEE – Make checks payable to Ruth Eckerd Hall, Inc.
NO APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED THAT DOES NOT MEET THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES LISTED BELOW.   Applications may be mailed or delivered in person to The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute. (Ruth Eckerd Hall is not responsible for lost, damaged or stolen mail.)
· MAILING INSTRUCTIONS – All application materials must be included in one 

envelope clearly marked with applicant’s name and address and mailed to:

RUTH ECKERD HALL YOUTH SCHOLARSHIPS

The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute

1111 McMullen Booth Road

Clearwater, Florida 33759

Attn: Barry E. Hamilton
OR

DELIVERY INSTRUCTIONS – All application materials must be included in one envelope clearly marked with the applicant’s name and address and delivered to The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute at the above address during business hours ONLY (9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday).  Be sure to mark the envelope Attn: Barry E. Hamilton and specify delivery to Barry E. Hamilton in the Education Department.
· DEADLINES – A completed scholarship application must be RECEIVED no later than 5:00 pm on
Tuesday, October 20, 2009.
· CONFIRMATION PHONE CALL – Each applicant will receive a phone call confirming receipt of his/her application.  If the applicant meets all the criteria, he/she will be scheduled for a Preliminary On-Site Audition. If you have not been notified by Oct. 23, please call to inquire.
PRELIMINARY ON-SITE AUDITIONS
Wednesday, November 4, 2009



Thursday, November 5, 2009
6:00 pm
Dance

Instrumental


6:00 pm 
Vocal

Drama
7:30 pm
Jazz

All applicants must arrive thirty minutes prior to scheduled audition times.  Please report to the Murray Studio Theater entrance for check-in.  Practice or warm-up rooms will be provided.
NOTE:   For both preliminary and finals competitions, applicants may provide their own accompanist, cassette tape, CD or ipod, or may use an accompanist provided by The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute.  If finalists wish to use an Institute accompanist, that request must be clearly marked on the application form.  Sheet music for the accompanist must be provided with the application, with all markings made on the music.
CRITERIA FOR PRELIMINARY AUDITIONS:
Total time limit: 8 minutes in each category.
Vocal: All styles; perform two pieces of contrasting style including: foreign language, oratorio, opera, classical, musical theater. No individual piece should exceed four minutes in length. 
Drama: Perform two contrasting monologues, either one comic and one dramatic OR one classical and one contemporary.  No individual monologue should exceed four minutes in length.
Instrumental: (brass, percussion, piano, strings, woodwinds; no electronic instruments allowed; no jazz) Perform two pieces of contrasting style including: Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Twentieth Century, Contemporary.  Note: Memorization will be evaluated and scored.  Not to exceed 8 minutes total.
Jazz: (instrumental or vocal) Perform two pieces of varying jazz styles with a minimum of 16 bars improvisation for each piece.  Not to exceed 8 minutes total in length.
Dance: Perform one ballet, contemporary, ethnic, hip-hop, jazz, tap, lyrical, modern OR two pieces of different styles; not to exceed eight minutes total in length.
Note: Entrants must achieve a score of at least 58 points (50 in Dance) to be moved on to Finals
FINALS: Finalists will be notified by Monday, November 16, 2009. 
Finals Competition Date: Saturday, December 5, 2009 
3:00 pm
Dance



6:00 pm
Instrumental
4:00 pm
Drama



7:00 pm
Jazz
5:00 pm
Vocal
Finals will be held in the Murray Studio Theater at The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute.   
Music finalists must provide 3 copies of their sheet music for the adjudicators.
To be considered, all finalists must be available for the finals competition.
NOTE:  Applications and other materials will not be returned and become the property of Ruth Eckerd Hall, Inc.  For further information, call Barry Hamilton at The Marcia P. Hoffman Performing Arts Institute at Ruth Eckerd Hall at (727) 712-2726.
